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Introduction
This document contains details of the MSc in International Relations, Strategy and Security. The document contains information about the philosophy and structure of the Program, the aims, objectives and learning outcomes as well as detailed description of every course of the Program. 
The educational philosophy that guides the MSc in International Relations, Strategy and Security at Neapolis University Pafos (NUP) can best be understood in light of the University’s general mission, which is the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, and service to the community. In support of its mission, the University:
· Encourages and supports rigorous scholarship and innovative teaching in all academic areas offered by the University. 
· Creates an academic environment that values and promotes free, active and original intellectual inquiry among its faculty and students. 
· Fosters programs that respond to local and national needs and collaborates with other state and private stakeholders to promote economic development and to alleviate ignorance, poverty and injustice. 
· Strives continuously to promote activities that apply its intellectual and ethical heritage to work for the good of society as a whole. 
· Welcomes students, faculty and staff from all backgrounds and beliefs and creates a sense of community that facilitates their development and enhances their career aspirations. 
The Program is offered by the School Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities and it reflects the University’s desire to develop interdisciplinary courses and exploit gracefully the existing knowhow. 


Objectives
The MSc in International Relations, Strategy and Security aims at providing students with a broad assessment of contemporary international relations, with emphasis on strategy and security issues. It combines in-depth academic training in key concepts, theories and case-studies, alongside a structured process of engagement with contemporary debates and experience. It integrates theoretical approaches with the study of many cases and issues. 
It also explores the ways in which the line between the domestic and international is blurred by trade, financial, environmental, strategic, security, ideological, cultural and ethical issues. Moreover, the program provides a strong theoretical and empirical understanding of the international security environment of the post-Cold War era, including the origins of conflicts and peace, the emergence of new security threats and the many different agencies involved in conflict prevention, peacekeeping and peacemaking today. 
Last but not least, the program identifies the ways state and non-state actors develop strategies in the international environment as far as security issues are concerned.


Learning outcomes
Upon completing the program, students will:
· Appraise the theoretical approaches and debates in international relations, strategy and security studies, and most importantly the relationship between these three components.
· Assess the implications related with domestic, transnational, and international forms of security threats (ranging from interstate conflicts to transnational terrorism). 
· Evaluate the main sources οf instability and insecurity in the international system.
· Perceive complex security environment through the critical analysis of specific security related policies of different actors in international relations.
· Analyze international issues and formulate arguments in a clear, concise and effective manner, both orally and in writing.


Admission criteria
4.1. General admission criteria
In order to be admitted to the program, candidates must possess a Bachelor Degree or equivalent in International Relations, Political Science, Law, History, Sociology, Economics, or in any other related field of Social Sciences and Humanities with grade 6.5/10 or 2:1 or equivalent. It also encourages the application of graduates of schools of the Armed Forces and the Security Forces. The general admission criteria are based on the type and quality of previous studies, the grade obtained in previous studies and the suitability of the candidate for the program of study that has been applied for. In any case, the file of each applicant will be considered on its own merit.
The University’s admission policy is to make admission offers to applicants who are judged to have the background and abilities to have a reasonable expectation of success in the program to which they are made an offer and who are likely to benefit from university study.
The Program Coordinator will be actively involved in the review of applications and his approval will be required before admitting any student to the program.

4.2. English language requirements 
Satisfactory knowledge of English is essential. The minimum language requirement is a B2 certificate in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages scale. In the absence of such a certificate/degree, candidates will be asked to sit English language exams in order to prove their satisfactory knowledge. After admission, candidates may be required to take additional instruction in English language.

4.3. Admission of students with special needs 
The University offers equal opportunities to all students regardless of their physical abilities. Candidates who have some form of disability, which is mentioned in their application, will be examined on equal terms as all other candidates. The candidates should explain in their application form the nature of their disability and inform the admissions office concerning the special needs they will require during their studies.

4.4. Application forms 
For a candidate to be considered for admission to the program he/she needs to complete an Application Form, obtainable from the Admissions Office. Once completed the application form should be returned directly to that Admissions Office together with the additional documentation required. An electronic version of the Application Form can be downloaded from the Admissions Office home page or submitted on-line.

4.5. Application deadline 
Candidates may apply at any time during the year, though admissions will be in September and February.


4.6. Documents required 
A student who applies for the program should submit the following documents: 
· Application form
· ID/Passport copy
· Secondary School Leaving Certificate
· Bachelor degree and transcript
· Two reference letters
· English language certificate
· Personal statement (up to 500 words)
· Two passport photos

4.7. Admissions procedures 
The Admissions Office on reception of application forms and supporting documentation will record and forward applications to the program Coordinator who chairs the Admissions Committee for a decision to be made.

4.8. The decision to admit 
Once a decision to admit is made, the Director of the program will send the Application Form and the decision to the respective Board of Studies of the School for ratification. In order to avoid any unnecessary delay, the ratification will normally be done by Chairman’s action and it will be an agenda item under Chairman’s business at the next meeting of the Board. The Admissions Office will officially inform the student of its decision only after the ratification of the Board. If an offer is made this offer is considered an agreement, which both the student and the school are expected to honor.

4.9. Admissions appeal process 
Where an applicant is dissatisfied with a decision of the University, relating to admission to the program, the applicant may appeal to the relevant Admissions Office within 10 working days from the notification of the decision. The appeal will be considered by the Admission Appeals Committee comprising three faculty nominees of the Dean of the respective School who were not involved in the decision to which the appeal relates.

4.10. Registration 
Students are required to register on the first day of arrival at the University and be issued with a Student Identification Card.

4.11. Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) 
Any student registered on a taught program leading to an award of the University who has pursued appropriate studies in this or another institution or who possesses appropriate qualifications or experience has the right to be considered for the accreditation of prior learning (APL). The credit permissible via APL shall not normally exceed 50% of the total credit of the master’s program.
The procedure to be followed is described below:
· The student with his/her application for registration asks for the recognition of courses.
· The Admissions Office enters the data of the student and forwards the application to the Tutor responsible for reconnaissance of the certain School, to prepare the courses correspondence table.
· When the Tutor prepares the courses correspondence table sends it to the Admission Office.
· The Admission Office sends the acceptance letter to the student with the courses correspondence table. In the acceptance letter it is noted that the student shall submit original or true copy of the courses marks list of the University from which the courses have been recognized.
· When the student submits the courses marks list, the application is forwarded to the Registrar to register the courses and the credits of the student.
If the student after the beginning of the semester provides the University with additional documents and request for additional recognition or request for correction of the first recognition of courses then another process is followed by the School Secretariat


Duration of studies
The total duration of studies is three academic semesters. Each course lasts for an academic semester. For the successful completion of their studies, students need to sum up in total 90 ECTS.
In the 1st semester students choose all four compulsory courses. In the 2nd semester students choose all three compulsory courses and one of the three available elective courses. In order to successfully complete their studies and be awarded the MSc in International Relations, Strategy and Security, students are also obliged to conduct a Master’s Dissertation.
In accordance with the relevant announcements made by the Agency of Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Education, students have the opportunity to complete their postgraduate studies in two academic semesters as long as they start the conduction of their Master’s Dissertation during the first or second semester of their studies, including the summer period. In this case, the completion of the Master’s Dissertation may be prolonged during the summer period, for one or two months. In any case, the total ECTS remain 90. 
[bookmark: _Toc434004776]

Program’s structure
1st Semester
	Code
	Course
	Type
	ECTS

	DIRSS611
	International Security and Strategic Studies
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DIRSS612
	Strategy and Decision Making
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DIRSS621
	Contemporary Issues in Global Politics
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DMETH600
	Research Methodology
	Compulsory
	7.5



2nd Semester
	Code
	Course
	Type
	ECTS

	DIRSS623
	International Law and Security
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DIRSS624
	Homeland Security
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DIS504
	Information Security
	Compulsory
	7.5

	DIRSS622
	Special Topics in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East Security
	Elective
	7.5

	IRSS625
	Peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Reconstruction
	Elective
	7.5

	DMEP500
	Foreign Policy, Security and Defense in the European Union
	Elective
	7.5



3rd Semester
	Code
	Course
	Type
	ECTS

	DIRSS610
	Dissertation
	Compulsory
	30



The program is structured in a way that the Courses Learning Outcomes (CLOs) match the Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) as described in section 3 of the current Program Study Guide:
· PLO1: Appraisal of the theoretical approaches and debates in international relations, strategy and security studies, and most importantly the relationship between these three components.
· PLO2: Assessment of the implications related with domestic, transnational, and international forms of security threats (ranging from interstate conflicts to transnational terrorism)
· PLO3: Evaluation of the main sources οf instability and insecurity in the international system.
· PLO4: Perception of complex security environment through the critical analysis of specific security related policies of different actors in international relations.
· PLO5: Analysis of international issues and formulation of arguments in a clear, concise and effective manner, both orally and in writing.
A detailed mapping of the CLOs against the PLOs is provided in the chart below.

	
	Mapping of CLOs against PLOS

	
	PLOs

	
	PLO1
	PLO2
	PLO3
	PLO4
	PLO5

	CLOs
	
	
	
	
	

	DIRSS611
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DIRSS612
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DIRSS621
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DMETH600
	
	
	
	
	X

	DIRSS623
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DIRSS624
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DIS504
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	DIRSS622
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	IRSS625
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DMEP500
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	DIRSS610
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
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Advisory Board
The Advisory Board consists of academicians and practitioners in the field of International Relations, Strategy and Security. It aims at:
· Advising the Program Coordinator of upcoming trends.
· Contributing to the feedback of programs and individual courses with up-to-date knowledge.
· Creating the conditions for highlighting and discussing key issues that may be of concern to the program.
· Contributing to the overall development and advancement of the School and the University.
· Providing advice in relation to the employment opportunities of NUP graduates.
· Advising on the developments in the labor market.
For the academic year 2019-2020 the Advisory Board consists of the following:
· Ram Aviram, Ambassador (ret.) of Israel.
· Joseph Grieco, Professor of Political Science, Duke University.
· Erato Kozakou-Markoulli, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Cyprus.
· Grigoris Tsaltas, Professor Emeritus of International Law, former Rector of Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences.


Online resources
The Program uses an online platform (Moodle). Moodle is an open source Learning Management System which offers teachers the opportunity to create electronic classrooms which may include:
· Real time conversations between the participants
· Polls that enable the teacher to evaluate the student’s opinions about the course
· Folders where students can upload files and share them with other users of the platform.
· Forums
It also enables the creation of six types of interactive educational material:
· Assignments (uploading of files which are examined and evaluated by the teacher)
· Questionnaires
· Unit (a dependent activity)
· Quiz (online tests)
· Survey (whose results are available to the teacher or to other students)
· Webpages, graphics, Javascript programs, presentations and anything that it functional on a browser
All these facilities are available to every student and teacher regardless if they are present at the University or not. It should be noted that the latest Moodle 2.7.2 version has been installed.
[bookmark: _Toc434004779]

Teaching and learning methodology
Courses are delivered online through teleconferences. Teleconferences are accessed through a specially formulated pedagogical framework that promotes communication and interaction, with the main feature of collaborative building of knowledge from a distance in real time. From a technological point of view, there are the possibilities offered by the latest technology communication tools (Moodle, WizIQ), which allow the transfer of different types of information (image, audio, text) allowing a reliable and bi-directional connection between professors and students but also among students with each other. However, our main goal is to bring teleconferencing into a well-formed pedagogical framework that improves the communication and interaction environment between teachers and learners. Usually, teleconferences are held 6 times throughout the academic semester, every two weeks, starting from week 2 of the semester. Typically, each teleconference lasts two hours, reflecting the needs and the specificities of the course. 
Teamwork can also be enhanced by creating groups (conference rooms) and distribute the students to them. In this way videoconferencing becomes interactive as it allows participants not only to communicate by exchanging views or sharing data but actively participating in a dynamic interaction environment, the main feature of which is the collaborative building of knowledge from a distance in real time.
The main axes of the pedagogical and methodological approach that we are pursuing are:
a. Combining teleconferencing, learning by doing, learning by reflection, case-based learning, and learning by exploring. It is important that these data, apart from the active participation of students, also contribute to the acquisition of knowledge based on the particular ways that each student learns (learning styles).
b. Empirical learning through linking learning goals with the experiences of students from their real life. In general, teleconferencing learning is not only developed as a cognitive process through the transmission and transfer of knowledge from tutors to students, but in a social context based on the creation of a collaborative climate of social interaction and the association of knowledge with action. This is sought by engaging students in authentic situations that are related to their personal interests. 
c. Because the development of social interactions should not be self-evident, we encourage this process through the design of activities that, alongside cognitive activities, encourage the social form of interactions, as social interactions play a key role in the development of relationships, a climate of trust, a sense of community and ultimately the development of a learning community.
Distance learning is polymorphic, flexible and gives freedom of choices concerning communication and dissemination of information. The quality of distance learning is based –among others– on the quality of communication among students, members of the teaching staff, and the University’s institutions. As a result, communication between students and Tutors Counselors of Neapolis University is constant, uninterrupted, essential, constructive and effective. 
A Tutor Counselor, who is responsible for a group of students:
· Uses the distance learning platform on a regular and non-regular basis in order to communicate with the students and thus achieve the transmission pf knowledge through effective distance learning teaching.
· Communicates with students before the first Consultative Group Meeting, in person (by telephone) or in writing (via email), in order to introduce them to the content of the course and assure them that they will have his/her full and continuous support. He/She also communicates with the students that were not able to be present in the abovementioned Meeting in order to inform them about its content and more specifically
· The understanding of the subject
· The width and the depth 
· The use of bibliography
· Critical analysis 
· The structure of argumentation.  
· Addresses regularly (by phone, via email, through teleconferences) to his/her students in order to establish communication and mutual exchange of information between him/her and the students, promoting at the same time communication among the students themselves.
· Supports his/her students in order to continue their efforts, thus contributing to the minimization of distance.
· Informs students about the competent administrative services.
· Posts educational and other similar material, thus materializing the interaction between him/her, the students, and the educational material.
· Reminds students about the deadlines.
· Responds within 24 hours to email or telephone calls made by the students.
· Sets “office hours” on a weekly basis, during which he/she offers guidance to the students and answers questions concerning their studies. These meetings can take place with physical presence, by telephone, or through the electronic platform.
Students have the possibility, following the established procedures included in the relevant regulations of the University, to communicate with their Tutor Counselor via email, by telephone, or by any other means, for any subject –academic or administrative– that is related with the course of their studies. In case that any subject cannot be dealt with by the Tutor Counselor, then the Director of the Postgraduate Program takes over. If it is necessary because of the nature of the subject, the Director of the Postgraduate Program may decide to address the subject to the competent bodies of the University. 


Students’ evaluation and formative assessment
The procedure and method of evaluation of each course are described in the Syllabi of the courses.
Grading ranges in the scale between 0 (complete failure) to 100 (absolute success). 
Evaluation standards:
	Numerical grade
	Descriptive grade
	

	85-100%	
	Excellent
	A

	65-84%
	Very well
	B

	50-64%
	Well
	C

	0-49%	
	Rejection
	F


[bookmark: _Toc434004790]
30% of the students’ final grade in each course corresponds to their performance in the midterm assessment, whereas 70% corresponds to their performance in the final exams. In order to secure a passing grade in a course, students need to secure a passing grade (i.e. 50% or higher) in both the midterm assessment and the final exams.
Midterm assessment aims at assessing students’ progress within the first half of the said semester and at the same time prepare them for the final exams. In this respect, midterm assessment tests the students analytical and synthetical skills, their understanding of the content of course, as well as their ability to form and present arguments related to the content of the course in a clear, logical and coherent way. It also aims at boosting the students’ research and (verbal and written) presentation skills. For these reasons, midterm assessment is based on the conduction of a written assignment/essay (ca. 3,000-3,500 words in length) by each student. Assignments/Essays are typically submitted by the end of 7th week of the said semester. Depending on the nature of each course, students may be asked to make a short presentation of their assignments/essays in online class.
Alongside with grading, qualitative feedback is provided by tutors to students within ten days from the day of the submission of their written assignment. Comments made by tutors aim not only to show students what they need to improve, but also provide guidelines on how to improve. The overall outcome of the feedback is discussed between the tutors and the students in class, so that the strengths and weaknesses of the procedures are pinpointed. 
Our goal is to implement multiple assessment methods that can provide a greater and more qualitative variety of information about students’ knowledge and skills, and also give students the opportunity to become themselves active shareholders of the evaluation process and its criteria. In this context, peer-reviewing is encouraged as the procedure by which students are involved in a process that the traditional evaluation is conducted solely by the tutor. After the submission of the tutor’s comments on the assignments, students are asked to participate in a peer review process by evaluating the work of other students using specific assessment criteria given to them. By evaluating their fellow students’ work students realize mistakes and omissions in their own work and on the one hand they learn on the other they cultivate assessment, justification and self-assessment skills.
Final exams take place at the end of each academic semester. Their aim is to assess the students’ progress during the whole academic semester. Final exams take the form of written exams, such as essay-type questions and/or short-answer questions and/or multiple-choice questions.
In both midterm assessment and final exams, special provisions apply for students with special needs, as well as with reading and writing disorders (such as dyslexia), in compliance with the University’s general policies and procedures.


The Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 
The Virtual Learning Environment has been designed in order to enhance the educational experience of students by providing them with more support and by creating the sense of an academic community. It consists a significant part of the distance learning studies, and as a result students are highly encouraged to use it as often as possible. The Virtual Learning Environment offers a wide range of educational sources for distance learning:
· Self-assessment activities: understanding of the educational material.
· Digital study material: it is uploaded and is available to students.
· Students’ discussion forum: students can use it in order to exchange opinions, to ask for support from their fellow students, to cooperate in order to solve problems, and to discuss about any subject that is related with the courses they attend.
· Study skills: expert advice on the preparation for the exams and development of digital skill which help students in the studying process.


Interconnecting NUP academic community
 Neapolis University Pafos gives special emphasis on the interconnection between teaching staff and students, as well as between students themselves. The ultimate goal is to create a sense of community among them in order to facilitate the exchange of experiences and best practices, as well as the diffusion of knowledge. To this aim, a number of tools have been developed and are being used.

12.1. NUP Web TV
Description: NUP WebTV is the University's visual broadcasting system. It is continuously enriched with videos while also enabling real-time connections. It is based on the YouTube platform in the form of a channel that can be accessed directly and easily and on the official website of the University there is a space where all broadcasts, publications, and announcements/instructions related to the channel and its function, are hosted.
Aim: The University takes full advantage of the capabilities offered by Information Technology and Megadata transfer. NUP WebTV as a digital medium aims to broaden the audience of important lectures, speeches and events that take place at the University's premises, the interactive communication of the academic community with society, and the diffusion of produced scientific knowledge to wider audiences of the global community of innovation and cutting-edge knowledge production.
Structure: NUP WebTV runs on the YouTube multimedia system and utilizes the Channel service. The user can join the platform either through the official website of the University, or directly from the YouTube platform with any device that can display video. The media team maintains and uploads onto the Channel the audiovisual material which is available to all, and there is the capability of live broadcasting. A link is offered for each upload.

12.2. Online Lecture Series
	Description: The Online Lecture Series is a lecture/telecommunication delivery tool via the University’s Learning Management System Moodle. Participants are all the students and academic/administrative staff. The system offers the lecturer/presenter the opportunity to digitally address distant audiences by creating a digital educational environment.
	Aim: The Online Lecture Series, supported by the University’s online platform (Moodle), addresses the internal community of the University aiming at the diffusion of specialized and general knowledge and training of its members, reinforces the sense of community and unity and strengthens overall the academia of the University. A particular target is the student community of distance and conventional students, to whom it offers the capability of interactive engagement and contribution to the cognitive process of the University.
	Structure: The digital tool supports and serves:
· Announcements for lectures/topics and scheduling via an electronic diary
· Real-time discussions between participants 
· Polls that allow participants to express their views
· Posting of files and sharing them with other users of the platform
· Posts, reproductions and collections of data from audio, video, pdf
· Connections with other multimedia systems, such as Open Badges, Activity Directory, Google Drive & YouTube.  
· Discussion forums and use of survey tools.
· Connections with websites, graphics posts, presentations.  
· Survey (with findings available to the participants).

12.3. Discussion Fora
	Description: Discussion Fora the internal public step of the University’s community, in which its members (Academic, conventional and distance students) can participate by contributing to the development of an open dialogue regarding wider or more specialized topics of subjects. They are created initially within the course’s framework in order to have on-line direct briefing and interactive communication of teachers with their students and between the students themselves.
	Aim: Reinforcing the University’s effort to increase the interconnection of its community, providing the capability and opportunities for greater engagement and mobilization of conventional and distance students in its processes and instruments, as well as the creation and development of online societies/ communities of common subjects or interests.
	Structure: The learning platform enables the creation of a discussion forum. There are six (6) different types of discussion forums in total.
· Simple discussion forum: In a single page a post can be made where the participants can express their views.
· Shared discussion forum: An open discussion forum where each participant is entitled to upload.
· Discussion forum per participant: Each participant can post an open discussion in which everyone else can take part.
· Questions/Answers: The tutor can start a forum where students can ask questions and answers can be given/communicated by the competent persons.
· Discussion fora with website posts: It works as an independent website and informs the participants of its posts. 
· News partitioning forum: A special forum that allows new posts and direct information to all participants.


Library
The library of Neapolis University Pafos provides access to a rich collection of books, both printed and electronic, as well as to numerous electronic data bases. It supports the educational and research mission of Neapolis University and its scholar communities. 
The Library’s printed collection consists of 10 thousand books, whereas its digital collection consists of 300 thousand e-books and more than 5 million articles in electronic format which are drawn from 17 world famous publishing houses and data bases, such as Springer, Taylor & Francis, Ebsco, Emerald, Wiley, JSTOR, Cambridge University Press, Oxford University Press, Sage, Fame, Orbis, Westlaw, Proquest, TLG, CYS etc.
Moreover, in order to further support students, the Service of Electronic Library of the University offers access to a wide range of electronic resources (such as data banks, electronic books and journals). The library of Neapolis University also offers a range discovery information tools, thus providing the possibility of searching in all information places available. The user has access both to the printed and the electronic resources of the library through the EDS system (Ebsco Discovery Services), which is used as a tool of distant access. Through EDS (http://www.nup.ac.cy/gr/learning-resources/) users can have access to the full text of library resources, depending on the material and its placement (in or out of the University). The library of Neapolis University has adopted a morphotype of references based on the Harvard model (author-date). The users can use the short guide concerning the Harvard morphotype which the library has produced. For the organization and the management of bibliographical references, the library suggests the use of the Mendeley system. Mendeley is a free tool of management of bibliographical references which facilitates the organization and the writing of papers. Each user can have his/her own library card which has codes that facilitate the acquisition of the necessary material.
During the academic period, the Library is open the following days:
· Monday to Friday: 08:00-20:00
· Saturday: 09:00-17:00
· Sunday: 09:00-12:00


Syllabi
	Course Title
	International Security and Strategic Studies

	Course Code
	DIRSS611

	Course Type
	Compulsory

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 1st 

	Teacher’s Name
	Associate Professor Eldar Šaljić
Assistant Professor Efstathios Fakiolas

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The course analyzes the interaction between strategy and security, which plays a decisive role in the contemporary international environment. In addition to presenting the major theoretical perspectives, the course examines a range of important and controversial topics in modern debates, covering both traditional military and non-military security issues such as proliferation, humanitarian intervention, food security and environmental security. It offers a wide range of case studies – including chapters on the US, China, the Middle East, Russia, Africa, the Arctic, Europe and Latin America – providing detailed analyses of important global security issues. 

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Understand contending approaches to the study of security and strategy.
· Analyze contemporary security policies and practices from a conceptual perspective.
· Understand of the policy and strategy framework for addressing the challenges posed by the contemporary international security environment.
· Provide policy advice on security problems.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: Strategy and security: conceptual and theoretical approaches 
2nd week: Wars, globalization and failed states
3rd week: Nuclear proliferation
4th week: Terrorism
5th week: Religion and international conflict
6th week: Intelligence and security
7th week: Human security
8th week: Environmental security
9th week: Crime and security
10th week: International security organizations
11th week: Russia’s strategy and security
12th week: China: security and threat perceptions
13th week: Conclusions

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance leaarning

	Bibliography
	Required textbook
Peter Hough, Shahin Malik, Andrew Moran & Bruce Pilbeam (eds.), International Security Studies (Abingdon/New York: Routledge, 2015).

Further reading
John Baylis, James J. Wirtz & Colin S. Gray, Strategy in the Contemporary World (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 62018).
Alan Collins, Contemporary Security Studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 42016).
Thomas G. Manhken & Joseph A. Maiolo (eds.), Strategic Studies: A Reader (Abingdon: Routledge, 22014).
Paul D. Williams (ed.), Security Studies: An Introduction (Abingdon: Routledge, 22016).

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Strategy and Decision Making

	Course Code
	DIRSS612

	Course Type
	Core

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st Year / 1st Semester

	Teacher’s Name
	Associate Professor Nikitas-Spyros Koutsoukis

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The main purpose of this course is to provide students with all those tools, concepts and mechanisms to understand in a theoretical and practical level strategy and decision making in international relations. Regarding the context of the strategy, students will first study and consider a range of theoretical themes such as the principles, limits and extensions of strategy, strategic interaction, boundaries and barriers of strategy. In addition, the practices of competitive strategies between the US and China will be presented. At the decision-making level, case studies of low- and high-quality decision-making will be studied through a decision-making model. Finally, the students will study the failures and the lessons of decision-making model in international relations.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Understand key models of strategy and decision making
· Analyze the concepts and mechanisms of strategy and decision making in international relations
· Answer to some of the most fundamental questions of international relations on strategy and decision-making.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	[bookmark: _Hlk7596383]Course Content
	1st week: Introduction
2nd week: Theoretical principles, limits and extensions of strategy
3rd week: Strategic Interaction
4th week: Why strategy is so difficult
5th week: The American Competitive Strategy
6th week: The Chinese Competitive Strategy
7th week: Developing a long-term strategy for Chinese-American relations
8th week: The groups and the individual in decision making
9th week: The decision-making model
10th week: Case studies of low-quality decision-making
11th week: Case studies of high-quality decision-making
12th week: Decision-making and critical failures
13th week: Lessons and suggestions

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning

	Bibliography
	Required textbook
Mahnken, T. G. (2012). Competitive strategies for the 21st century: Theory, history, and practice.
Schafer, M., & Crichlow, S. (2010). Groupthink versus high-quality decision making in international relations. New York: Columbia University Press.

Further reading
Baylis, J., In Wirtz, J. J., & In Gray, C. S. (2018). Strategy in the contemporary world: An introduction to strategic studies. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Bennett, C. J., & Haggarty, K. D. (2011). Security games: Surveillance and control at mega-events. Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge.
Carlsnaes, W., Risse, T., & Simmons, B. A. (2013). Handbook of international relations. London: SAGE Publications.
Glaser, C. L. (2010). Rational theory of international politics: The logic of competition and cooperation. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Goffman, E. (1972). Strategic interaction. New York: Ballantine Books.
Kydd, A. H. (2015). International relations theory: The game theoretic approach. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press. McCarty, N. M., & Meirowitz, A. (2007). Political game theory: An introduction. New York: Cambridge University Press. 
Raiffa, H. (1982). The art and science of negotiation. Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.
Reus-Smit, C., & Snidal, D. (2008). The Oxford handbook of international relations. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press.
Schafer, M., & Crichlow, S. (2010). Groupthink versus high-quality decision making in international relations. New York: Columbia University Press. 
Schelling, T. C. (1980). The strategy of conflict. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 
Yarger, H. R., & Army War College (U.S.). (2006). Strategic theory for the 21st century: The little book on big strategy. Carlisle, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U.S. Army War College.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Contemporary Issues in Global Politics

	Course Code
	DIRSS621

	Course Type
	Compulsory

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 1st

	Teacher’s Name
	Assistant Professor Antonis Klapsis
Assistant Professor Spyros Roukanas

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The main purpose of this course is to study and evaluate contemporary issues in global politics. For this reason, it will initially introduce students to the concept of global politics and will present how it has evolved historically from antiquity to modern times with an emphasis on the 20th century. Later, this course will present to the students the main global politics theories so that they can critically assess economy at the time of globalization. In the second part, this course will focus on the main issues of global politics such as power and the world class in the 21st century, war and peace, nuclear proliferation and nuclear disarmament, human rights and humanitarian interventions, environmental issues, global governance, regional integration as well as the future of the world.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Familiarize their self with the main issues and theories of global politics;
· Study and critically evaluate important issues of global politics;
· Develop their critical skills on major global policy issues 

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: Introducing Global Politics
2nd week: Historical Context
3rd week: Theories of Global Politics.
4th week: The Economy in a Global Age
5th week: Power and Twenty-First-Century Global Order
6th week: War and Peace
7th week: Nuclear Proliferation and Disarmament
8th week: Human Rights and Humanitarian Intervention
9th week: Global Environmental Issues
10th week: Global Governance and the Bretton Woods System.
11th week: Regionalism and World Politics
12th week: Terrorism 
13th week: Images of the Global Future 

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning

	Bibliography
	Required textbook
Heywood, A. (2014). Global politics. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan

Further reading
Barnett, M. N., & Finnemore, M. (2004). Rules for the world: International organizations in global politics. Ithaca, N.Y: Cornell University Press.
Ferguson, Y. H., & Mansbach, R. W. (2004). Remapping global politics: History’s revenge and future shock. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
Gills, B. K. (2008). The global politics of globalization: "Empire" vs "Cosmopolis". London: Routledge.
Gourevitch, P. A., & Shinn, J. (2005). Political power and corporate control: The new global politics of corporate governance. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Jackson, R. J. (2013). Global politics in the 21st century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Lamy, S. L. (2015). Introduction to global politics. New York: Oxford University Press.
Mansbach, R. W., & Taylor, K. L. (2012). Introduction to global politics. London: Routledge.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment 
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Research Methodology

	Course Code
	DMETH600

	Course Type
	Compulsory

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 1st 

	Teacher’s Name
	Assistant Professor Efstathios Fakiolas 
Lecturer Michailina Siakalli

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The course aims at making students familiar with the methods of academic research so that they are able to write academic papers of every kind (university assignments, theses, academic articles etc.). Special emphasis is given on issues like research planning, the collection of data/information, the evaluation of sources, and the writing of the text of an academic paper.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Plan and implement a research project.
· Conduct research on various kinds of sources.
· Evaluate the validity of sources.
· Conduct quantitative and qualitative research.
· Write academic papers.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: Research: A way of thinking
2nd week: The research project
3rd week: Reviewing the literature 
4th week: Formulating a research problem
5th week: Identifying variables
6th week: Constructing hypotheses
7th week: Conceptualizing a research design
8th week: How to write a research proposal
9th week: Constructing an instrument for data collection
10th week: Ethics in academic research
11th week: SPSS: transforming variables, selecting and sampling cases
12th week: SPSS: organization and presentation of information, charts and graphs, editing output
13th week: SPSS – Conclusions

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning

	Bibliography
	Required textbook
Ranjit Kumar, Research Methodology (London: SAGE, 32011).
William E. Wagner, Using IBM SPSS Statistics for Research Methods and Social Science Statistics (London: SAGE, 62016).
Further reading
Uwe Flick, Introducing Research Methodology (London: SAGE, 22015).
Peter Pruzan, Research Methodology: The Aims, Practices and Ethics of Science (Springer, 2016).
Diana Ridley, The Literature Review: A Step-by-Step Guide for Students (London: SAGE, 22012).
Gary Thomas, How to Do Your Research Project: A Guide for Students (London: SAGE, 2017).

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	International Law and Security

	Course Code
	DIRSS623

	Course Type
	Compulsory

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 2nd

	Teacher’s Name
	Professor Pantelis Sklias

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The aim of the course is to provide comprehensive understanding, interdisciplinary, highly specialized and original knowledge in the field of International Law and Security from the point of view of security and strategic studies. This course demonstrates the processes of international law, international negotiations, mediation and co-operation, especially when international security crises and conflicts in today’s international environment are diffusing.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Acquire and comprehend knowledge of the most modern concepts through discussions and assessments of professional and academic researches about international law and global security threats by identifying, explaining, questioning and debating.
· Illustrate, demonstrate and apply the knowledge and paradigms and use the professional and academic views and researches to plan responses and cope with complex challenges, through practice demonstration, exercises combined with communication skills.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: Introduction to International Law and Security
2nd week: Principles of International Law (UN Charter)
3rd week: International Law and the Use of Force
4th week: International Human Rights 
5th week: International Law, Sovereignty and Intervention
6th week: Peace-Keeping, Peace-Building and Peace-Making under International Law
7th week: Statehood, Self-Determination and Recognition
8th week: International Law and the Environment
9th week: The Law of Armed Conflict
10th week: International Law and Counter-Terrorism
11th week: International Law of the Sea
12th week: International Law and Space
13th week: Conclusion

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning 

	Bibliography
	Required reading
Capaldo, G. Z. (2016). The Pillars of Global Law. London: Taylor and Francis. 
Epps, V. and Graham, L. (2015). International Law: Examples and Explanations. New York: Walters Kluwer.
Evans, M. (2018) The Law of the Sea, in Malcolm, E. (eds) International Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 840-876.
Gray, C. (2018) The Use of Force and the International Legal Order, in Malcolm, E. (eds) International Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 601-634. 
Klabbers, J. (2013). An introduction to international institutional law. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Redgwell, C. (2018) International Environmental Law, in Malcolm, E. (eds) International Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 675-716.
Rodley, N. (2018) International Human Rights Law, in Malcolm, E. (eds) International Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 774-810.
Turns, D. (2018) The Law of Armed Conflict (International Humanitarian Law), in Malcolm, E. (eds) International Law, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 840-876.

Further reading
Carayannis, E., Campbell D. and Efthymiopoulos, M. (2014). Cyber-Democracy, Cyber-Development and Cyber-Defense. Springer. 
Epps Valerie, 2015, International law : examples and explanations, Wolters Kluwer Law & Business.
Flory, M. and Higgins, R. (2002). Terrorism and International Law. New York: Talyor and Francis. 
Hehir, A., Kuhrt, N., & Mumford, A. (2011). International law, security and ethics: Policy challenges in the post-9/11 world. London: Routledge. In Footer, M., In Schmidt, J. R., In White, N. D., In Davies-Bright, L., & International Law Association. (2016). Security and international law. Oxford: Hart Publishing. 
Lyall, F. and Larsen, P. (2016). Space Law. New York: Taylor and Francis. 
Mendes, Errol, 2014, Global governance, human rights and international law: combating the tragic flaw, Routledge, 
Roscini, M. (2014). Cyber-Operations and the Use of Force in International Law. 
Sampford, C. and Thakur, R. (2016). Responsibility to Protect and Sovereignty. New York: Taylor and Francis. 
Sur, S., & Glennon, M. J. (2010). International law, power, security and justice: Essays on international law and relations. Oxford: Hart Pub.
Vidmar, J. (2013). Democratic Statehood in International Law: The Emergence of New States in Post-Cold War Practice. Oregon: Hart Publishers. 
Von Glahn, G. and Taulbee, L. (2013). Law Among Nations: An Introduction to Public International Law. Ed. 3. Abingdon: Routledge. 
Walter, C. (2004). Terrorism as a challenge for national and international law: Security versus liberty?. Berlin: Springer.
Wolter, D., & United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research. (2006). Common security in outer space and international law. Geneva, Switzerland: UNIDIR.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Homeland Security

	Course Code
	DIRSS624

	Course Type
	Compulsory

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 2nd 

	Teacher’s Name
	Professor Marios Evriviades
Professor Dusko Tomic

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The course acquaints the students with the concept of homeland security and the issues related to the specific subject matter: the actors, institutions and processes involved in homeland security, the man-made and natural threats to homeland security and, last but not least, the scholarly and policy debates about homeland security (i.e. the legal framework and the practical challenges such as the use of human and financial resources as well as the variant political processes and cultures involved in this case.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Explain given concepts, themes, theories and issues based upon comprehensive knowledge from relevant studies and researches, obtain knowledge and information by questioning, discussing and debating critical incidents and case studies.
· Apply the acquired knowledge, research contemporary topics in Homeland Security, schedule exercises and demonstrate common practice by employing simulations.
· Evaluate current academic discourse in order to form own opinion and adequately react on the matter, distinguish problems and actively seek questions and answers through analysis and comparison of different cases.
· Estimate possible homeland security scenarios, create connections between those and other actors in a given system, collect and organize data from case studies, create plans and solutions to real life situations and actively seek for recommendations.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: Homeland Security: The American Tradition
2nd week: The Rise of Modern Terrorism: The Road to 9/11
3rd week: The Birth of Modern Homeland Security: The National Response to the 9/11 Attacks
4th week: The Mind of the Terrorist: Why They Hate Us
5th week: Al-Qaida and Other Islamic Extremist Groups: Understanding Fanaticism in the Name of Religion
6th week: The Transnational Dimensions of Terrorism: The Unique Dangers of the Twenty-First Century
7th week: Domestic Terrorist Groups: The Forgotten Threat
8th week: Terrorist Operations and Tactics: How Attacks Are Planned and Executed
9th week: Weapons of Mass Destruction: Understanding the Great Terrorist Threats and Getting beyond the Hype
10th week: The Digital Battlefield: Cyberterrorism and Cybersecurity
11th week: Homeland Security Roles, Responsibilities, and Jurisdictions: Federal, State, and Local Government Responsibilities
12th week: Incident Management and Emergency Management: Preparing for When Prevention Fails
13th week: The Future of Homeland Security

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning

	Bibliography
	Required reading
Sauter, M. and Carafano, J. (2005). Homeland Security: A Complete Guide. New York: McGraw Hill 

Further reading
Alperen Martin J. (2017) Foundations of Homeland Security, 2nd ed., John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Brown, H. and Winslow, J. (2012). Star Spangled Security: Applying Lessons Learned over Six Decades Safeguarding America. Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press. 
Buchalter, A. R. (2007, February). Military support to civil authorities: The role of the Department of Defense in support of homeland defense. In Federal Research Division, Library of Congress. http://www. loc. gov/rr/frd/pdf-files/CNGR Milit-Support-Civil-Authorities. pdf. Accessed (Vol. 12). 
Chenoweth, Erica, and Susan E. Clarke. "All Terrorism Is Local: Resources, Nested Institutions, and Governance for Urban Homeland Security in the American Federal System." Political Research Quarterly 63, no. 3 (2010): 495-507. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25747954.
Christopher A. and Mueller, J (2014). Dangerous World? Threat Perception and U.S. National Security Preble. Washington D.C.: Cato Institute.
Harvey, Frank P. "The Homeland Security Dilemma: Imagination, Failure and the Escalating Costs of Perfecting Security." Canadian Journal of Political Science / Revue Canadienne De Science Politique 40, no. 2 (2007): 283-316. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25166100.
Harvey, Frank. "Closing Borders and Opening Debate." International Journal 67, no. 2 (2012): 541-50. http://www.jstor.org/stable/23266026.
Herrick, Charles. "Homeland Security and Citizen Response to Emergency Situations: A Perspective on the Need for a Policy Approach to Information Access." Policy Sciences 42, no. 3 (2009): 195-210. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40270993.
Kyle R. Brady, “Comprehensive Homeland Security: Developing a Domestic Protection Force for the United States”(2016),Volume 13-Issue 2, https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/jhsem.2016.13.issue-2/jhsem-2016-0012/jhsem-2016-0012.pdf 
Lanham, United States, Lanham: Federal Information & News Dispatch Inc. House homeland security subcommittee on oversight, investigations, and management hearing. (2012). 
Lansford, Tom; Covarrubias, Jack; Carriere, Brian Fostering Community Resilience: Homeland Security and Hurricane Katrina. Ashgate Publishing Group; Farnham, Surrey, UK. October 2010.
Larsen, Randy, and David Mclntyre. "Securing a Future." The World Today 58, no. 5 (2002): 13-16. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40476674.
Light, Paul C. "The Homeland Security Hash." The Wilson Quarterly (1976) 31, no. 2 (2007): 36-44. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40262105.
Lowe, James K. "Homeland Security: Operations Research Initiatives and Applications." Interfaces 36, no. 6 (2006): 483-85. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20141438.
Relyea, Harold C. "Organizing for Homeland Security." Presidential Studies Quarterly 33, no. 3 (2003): 602-24. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27552515.
Rosenzweig, Paul, and James P. Pfiffner. "Homeland Security and Its Discontents." The Wilson Quarterly (1976-) 31, no. 3 (2007): 8-9. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40262432. 
Russell Lundberg and Henry H. Willis, “Deliberative Risk Ranking to Inform Homeland Security Strategic Planning”, Homeland Security & Emergency Management 2016; 13(1): 3–33, https://www.degruyter.com/downloadpdf/j/jhsem.2016.13.issue-1/jhsem-2015-0065/jhsem-2015-0065.pdf 
Shapiro, Jacob N., and Dara Kay Cohen. "Color Bind: Lessons from the Failed Homeland Security Advisory System." International Security 32, no. 2 (2007): 121-54. http://www.jstor.org/stable/30133877
Sloan, Elinor. "Continental and Homeland Security: From Bush to Obama." International Journal 64, no. 1 (2008): 191-200. http://www.jstor.org/stable/40204464.
Taylor, Robert W. (2016). Terrorism, Intelligence, and Homeland Security, Pearson, ISBN: 9780133517125 Library Locator: HV6432.4 .T39 2016.
Taylor, Robert W.(2016). Terrorism, Intelligence, and Homeland Security, Pearson, ISBN: 9780133517125 Library Locator: HV6432.4 .T39 2016 
Wright, P. Daniel, Matthew J. Liberatore, and Robert L. Nydick. "A Survey of Operations Research Models and Applications in Homeland Security." Interfaces 36, no. 6 (2006): 514-29. http://www.jstor.org/stable/20141441.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Information Security

	Course Code
	DIS504

	Course Type
	Core

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st /2nd 

	Teacher’s Name
	Lecturer Zinon Zinonos

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The Course aims to:
· Provide the fundamentals of Information security.
· Present information threats and attacks and ways to protect information from such attacks.
· Look at cyberattacks like cyber espionage and discuss their impact to international relations
· Look at specific technical areas of information security such as denial of service, intrusion detection and prevention systems and, finally cryptographic algorithms.
· Discuss the legal and ethical issues that are commonly found in today’s organizations.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Explain the challenges and scope of information security;
· Identify the common threats faced today;
· Interpret and communicate the concepts, terminology, and motivations associated with cybercrime and cyberterrorism 
· Understand the relationship between crime, deviance, ICTs and ICT users, the ICT industry, criminal justice professionals, and policy makers within various historical, cultural, socio-economic and socio-political contexts
· Analyze the political and economic impact of cyberattacks
· Evaluate and critic the existing critical infrastructure protection measures in place to prevent cyber attacks 
· Discuss the importance of cryptographic algorithms used in information security;
· Explain the use of such security tools as firewalls and intrusion prevention systems;
· Recognize the importance of physical security and discuss ways to improve physical security of an enterprise;
· Examine and resolve legal and ethical issues.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
		1st week:
	Introduction to Information Security 

	2nd week:
	Attacks and Threats 

	3rd week:
	Denial of Service Attacks

	4th week:
	Intrusion Detection and Prevention Systems

	5th week:
	Basic Cryptography

	6th week:
	Physical Security

	7th week:
	International Cooperation on Network Security

	8th week:
	Cyber Threats to National Security

	9th week:
	Cyber Espionage

	10th week:
	Cybercrime and Cyber Terrorism: A New Way of Conducting War

	11th week:
	Important events in the past and their analysis – Use cases of Wikileaks and Stuxnet

	12th week:
	Legal and Ethical Issues in Information Security

	13th week:
	Rehearsal/Conclusions




	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning 

	Bibliography
	Required Reading
W. Stallings, L. Brown, Computer Security Principles and Practice, 4th edition, 2018, Pearson
Michael E. Whitman, Principles of Information Security, 6th edition, 2018

Further reading
Chuck Easttom, Computer Security Fundamentals. Pearson Education, 2016.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	English, Greek




	Course Title
	Special Topics in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East Security

	Course Code
	DIRSS622

	Course Type
	Elective

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 2nd 

	Teacher’s Name
	Dr. Victoria Pistikou

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	Middle East and Eastern Mediterranean states will require collaborative efforts to improve their effectiveness for aligning and integrating the necessary diplomacy, defense and development capabilities. The course acquaints the students with the examination of Special Topics in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East Security, focusing on the actors, institutions and other important factors in these areas.
The Course aims at:
· Outlining the key traits of the Mediterranean and Middle East issues over the last years and explain their significance to contemporary developments.
· Highlighting different dimensions of national and regional strategies in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East region.
· Understanding the benefits of an interdisciplinary approach in security issues in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle- East.
· Providing students with analytical skills in order to apply the gained knowledge both in academic and professional level.
· Providing students with a wide range of perspectives, encouraging students to think critically to formulate their own arguments and opinions.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Possess interdisciplinary knowledge of the modern Mediterranean and Middle East region in security issues.
· Have a comprehensive methodological, theoretical and empirical knowledge basis in order to assess and analyse the implementation of policies in the Eastern Mediterranean region and Middle East.
· Critically assess policies for the region counting on theoretical approaches of security studies.
· Conduct research and take responsibility for decision-making and problem-solving.

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: The Original Sin: The Failure of the Arab State
2nd week: Inward-Directed Security
3rd week: Outward-Directed Security Threats
4th week: The Geopolitics of MENA and Mediterranean Security
5th week: The Arab Uprisings
6th week: Mediterranean and Middle Eastern Countries since the Arab Spring
7th week: Oil and political economy in the international relations of the Middle-East
8th week: Middle East Security: conflict and securitization
9th week: The Arab-Israeli conflict 
10th week: Infrastructure and Geopolitics in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East: the case of China
11th week: The international politics of the Gulf
12th week: The Cyprus Conflict
13th week: Revision 

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning 

	Bibliography
	Required reading
Books:
Fawcett, L. (2016). International relations of the Middle East. Oxford University Press.
Yossef, A., & Cerami, J. (2015). The Arab spring and the geopolitics of the Middle East: Emerging security threats and revolutionary change. Springer.

Papers:
Steven Heydemann, “Explaining the Arab Uprisings: Transformations in Comparative Perspective”, Mediterranean Politics, 21(1) (2016), pp. 192-204.
Efraim Inbar, “The Arab Uprisings’ Impact”, Middle East Quarterly, 19(1) (2012), pp. 39-46.
Moshe Ma’oz, “Strategic Upheavals in Mediterranean and Middle Eastern Countries since the Arab Spring”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 352-360.
Hasan Selim Özertem, “Turkish Foreign Policy and the Energy Bonanza in the Eastern Mediterranean”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 361-374.
Frans Paul van der Putten, “Infrastructure and Geopolitics: China’s Emerging Presence in the Eastern Mediterranean”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 337-351.
Andreas Stergiou, “Turkey-Cyprus-Israel Relations and the Cyprus Conflict”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 357-392.
Zenonas Tziaras, “Israel-Cyprus-Greece: A ‘Comfortable’ Quasi-Alliance”, Mediterranean Politics, 21(3) (2016), pp. 407-427.
Kivanç Ulusoy, “The Cyprus Conflict: Turkey’s Strategic Dilemma”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 393-406.

Further reading
Halliday, F. (2005). The Middle East in international relations: power, politics and ideology (Vol. 4). Cambridge University Press.
Hasan Selim Özertem, “Turkish Foreign Policy and the Energy Bonanza in the Eastern Mediterranean”, Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies, 18(4) (2016), pp. 361-374.
Hashemi, N., & Postel, D. (Eds.). (2013). The Syria Dilemma. MIT Press.
Heydemann, S., & Leenders, R. (Eds.). (2013). Middle East authoritarianisms: governance, contestation, and regime resilience in Syria and Iran. Stanford University Press.
Kuus, M. (2015). Crafting Europe for Its Neighbourhood: Practical Geopolitics in European Institutions. In Perceptions of the EU in Eastern Europe and Sub-Saharan Africa (pp. 34-49). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Looney, R. (Ed.). (2014). Handbook of US-Middle East Relations. Routledge.
Polimeno, M. G. (2018). Routledge handbook of Mediterranean politics; The Arab uprisings in Egypt, Jordan and Tunisia: social, political and economic transformations. Routledge
Sadiki, L. (Ed.). (2014). Routledge handbook of the Arab Spring: rethinking democratization. Routledge.
Simone Tagliapietra, Towards a New Eastern Mediterranean Energy Corridor? Natural Gas Developments between Market Opportunities and Geopolitical Risks, FEEM Working Paper No. 12.2013 (https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2225272).
Van Hüllen, V. (2015). EU democracy promotion and the Arab Spring: international cooperation and authoritarianism. Springer.

	Assessment
	30% midterm assessment
70% final exams

	Language
	Greek, English




	Course Title
	Peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Reconstruction 

	Course Code
	DIRSS625

	Course Type
	Elective 

	Level
	Postgraduate

	Year / Semester
	1st / 2nd 

	Teacher’s Name
	Dr. Eugenia Vathakou

	ECTS
	7.5
	Lectures / week
	1
	Laboratories / week
	0

	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The course analyzes how peacebuilding prevents a relapse into violence in countries emerging from conflict by supporting ‘peacebuilding activities which directly contribute to post-conflict stabilization and strengthen the capacity of Governments, national/local institutions and transitional or other relevant authorities. In addition to presenting the major theoretical perspectives, the course examines a range of international actors such as the UN, the World Bank, and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), as well as the emergence of an extensive body of research which has analysed the challenges and complexities of economic reconstruction, institution building, democratization, transitional justice, and reconciliation in post-conflict countries, the politicians as well as policymakers. It offers a wide range of case studies – including Europe, Africa and Asia – providing detailed analyses of important global peacebuilding issues. 
The course aims at:
· Providing students with advanced theoretical knowledge on issues of peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction.
· Analyzing the current international framework on peacebuilding.
· Identifying conflict areas and assess their vulnerability.
· Examining cases-studies and evaluate reconstruction programmes from the peace building perspective.

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Understand the meanings of peacebuilding and Post-Conflict Reconstruction.
· Analyze the issues and dynamics of post-conflict reconstruction from a peace building perspective.
· Evaluate the role of actors involved in state-building as well as the political motives and effects.
· Assess contemporary issues and apply analytical tools in order to examine case-studies. 

	Prerequisites
	None
	Required
	None

	Course Content
	1st week: The evolution of Peacebuilding
2nd week: The Peace Building Theory Perspective
3rd week: International Relations Theory and Peacebuilding
4th week: The securitization of Peacebuilding
5th week: The Political Economy of Peacebuilding and International Aid
6th week: The International Architecture of Peacebuilding
7th week: Democratization and Post-Conflict Elections
8th week: Economic Reconstruction and Reforms in Post-Conflict Countries
9th week: Peacebuilding and Reconstruction in Afghanistan
10th week: Peacebuilding and Reconstruction in South Sudan
11th week: Peacebuilding and Reconstruction in Kosovo 
12th week: Peacebuilding and Reconstruction in West Bank and Gaza
13th week: Conclusions

	Teaching Methodology
	Distance learning

	Bibliography
	Required textbooks
· Björkdahl, A., & Gusic, I. (2015). ‘Global’norms and ‘local’agency: frictional peacebuilding in Kosovo. Journal of International Relations and Development, 18(3), 265-287.
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	Course Purpose and Objectives
	This course examines and explains the international role and external action of the European Union (EU). The course begins by the presentation of the historical overview of the EU’s Foreign Policy and then highlights the main actors of the EU’s foreign policy system. Following that, it focuses on the EU’s foreign policy making system and the key issues in EU foreign Policy. In addition, it evaluates the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), and the Common Security and Defense Policy (CFDP). The course also evaluates the external action of the EU in various policies (trade, developments, internal policies) and analyses the EU foreign policy towards the Neighborhood. The course finally concludes with the assessment of the interactions between the EU and the major powers multilateral organizations. 

	Learning Outcomes
	After the completion of the course, students will be able to:
· understand the significance of the EU as an actor in international affairs;
· explore the EU’s foreign action in multiple policy areas;
· analyze the relations between the EU and various key international actors. 
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	Course Purpose and Objectives
	The objectives of the course are:
· To familiarize students with scientific research of different types of sources (primary and secondary).
· To give students the practical ability to design and implement a research project in the form of writing a Master’s dissertation.
· To provide the theoretical framework and practical knowledge of how to build and write a Master’s dissertation.

	Learning Outcomes
	After completing the course, students are expected to be able to:
· Design and implement a scientific research.
· Conduct research on various types of sources.
· Evaluate the validity of the sources.
· Write large-scale academic papers.
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	Required
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	Course Content
	Students, in consultation with one of the tutors, must submit to the Secretariat a proposal on the subject of their diplomatic work. In the proposal, besides the title of the proposed subject, they should briefly describe the main points of their research, as well as the sources they intend to study. In addition, they should explain the originality aspects of the subject. A three-member committee, consisting of the Program Coordinator and two other members of the program's teaching staff, examines the proposed subject, either approving it as such or proposing amendments to the subject and/or the research methodology. The approval of the subject is accompanied by the appointment of a supervisor.
The supervisor maintains regular communication with the student to provide him/her with the necessary guidance, both during the research and at the stage of writing the dissertation. The dissertation must be relevant to the content of the postgraduate student’s studies, be original, be based on full use of the published sources and exhaustive study of the relevant international literature and conclude with convincing conclusions. The extent of the work cannot be less than 15,000 words and more than 18,000 words.
If the text of the dissertation has the final approval of the supervisor, it is submitted by the student electronically through the e-learning platform (Moodle), so that the necessary plagiarism control through the Turnitin system is made. Unless questions arise as to the authenticity of the work, the supervisor suggests its defense. The dissertation’s defense is made publicly in front of a three-member committee, consisting of the supervisor and two other members of the teaching staff of Neapolis University Pafos. The physical presence of the student is mandatory. The score scale ranges between 0 and 100.
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