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DESCRIPTION
They constitute the internal public step of the University’s community, in which its members (Academic, conventional and distance students) can participate by contributing to the development of an open dialogue regarding wider or more specialized topics of subjects. They are created initially within the course’s framework in order to have on-line direct briefing and interactive communication of teachers with their students and between the students themselves.
AIM
Reinforcing the University's effort to increase the unity of its community, providing the capability and opportunities for greater engagement and mobilization of conventional and distance students in its processes and instruments, as well as the creation and development of online societies/ communities of common subjects or interests.
STRUCTURE
The Learning platform enables the creation of a discussion forum. There are six (6) different types of discussion forums in total.
· Simple discussion forum – In a single page a post can be made where the participants can express their views.
· Shared discussion forum – An open discussion forum where each participants is entitled to upload.
· Discussion forum per participant – Each participant can post an open discussion in which everyone else can take part.
· Questions/Answers – The teacher can start a forum where students can ask questions and answers can be given/communicated by the competent persons.
· Discussion forums with website posts – It works as an independent website and informs the participants of its posts. 
· News partitioning forum – A special forum that allows new posts and direct information to all participants.
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