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The Agency

** Established in November 2015
¢ Fully independent authority in processes and decisions

** Steered by a Council of eleven members, appointed by
the Council of Ministers for a five-year period



https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

The Agency and stakeholders’ aspires to contribute towards the
efforts for the establishment of Cyprus as a district centre of high
quality higher education.

As a Council, along with a number of experienced staff, we share common
values and philosophical views, which are grounded on the principle that:

Higher education’s quality is measured by the students’ rewarding experiences
during their studies and also by their academic, ethical and attitudinal
preparation to meet the expectations of their professional mission.



https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

In Cyprus’ higher education sector, programmes of study are offered by 8 universities
(3 public and 5 private) and 45 higher education schools (colleges, non-university).

The operation of each programme of study is not permitted unless it has received
programmatic evaluation/accreditation, which is repeated every five (5) years.

Medical programmes are offered by 3 universities:
1 Public - University of Cyprus

2 Private - University of Nicosia and European University of Cyprus

The University of Nicosia Medical School is also offering in Cyprus the St George, University of
London Medical Programme (franchised programme).


http://www.ucy.ac.cy/en/
https://www.unic.ac.cy/
https://www.euc.ac.cy/
https://www.dipae.ac.cy/
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According to the Law for the Establishment and Operation of the CYQAA:

The
European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education The
European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education
“In order to ensure the quality of its work and this
evaluation shall be an integral part of its broader

self-awareness and accountability”.

In 2019, the CYQAA became a full member of ENQA and it is waiting for the decision of EQAR. Henceforth,
European standards are applied onto the CYQAA policies and European guidelines are followed (ESG).
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» The Council decided to activate all the necessary
procedures for its external evaluation by the WFME
experts and to become its accredited member.

» The CYQAA has fully adopted the WFME procedures

and standards for medical schools and programme
accreditation.

ESG and WFME standards are available to the public via the CYQAA’s website



https://www.dipae.ac.cy/index.php/en/publications/standards-and-guidelines
https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

Quality Standards

The evaluation of the programmes of study is conducted based on predetermined:

»

»

CYQAA generic standards, quality indicators and European standards and
guidelines (ESG) applied for all the programmes of study including distance

learning, doctoral and joint programmes

Doc. 300.1.1: External evaluation report- Programme of study

Standards for medical programmes (WFME)

Doc 300.1.1/1: External evaluation report for basic medical education

both docs are found on CYQAA’s website



http://www.dipae.ac.cy/index.php/en/evaluation-en/forms-en
http://www.dipae.ac.cy/index.php/en/evaluation-en/forms-en
http://www.dipae.ac.cy/index.php/en/evaluation-en/forms-en
https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

Quality Standards

The evaluation of the programmes of study mainly focuses on the following assessment

areas.:

»

»

Study programme and study programme’s design and development (ESG 1.1, 1.2,1.8, 1.9)

Policy for quality assurance, design, monitor and review of the programme, programme’s
purpose, objectives and expected learning outcomes, programme’s structure, ECTS allocation,
international dimension of the programme, information made public

Teaching, learning and student assessment (ESG 1.3)

Teaching and learning methodology, learner-teacher relationship, criteria and methods of student

assessment, synergy of research with teaching
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both docs are found on CYQAA’s website



http://www.dipae.ac.cy/index.php/en/evaluation-en/forms-en
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Quality Standards

The evaluation of the programmes of study mainly focuses on the following assessment

areas.:

»

»

»

Teaching staff (ESG 1.5)

Recruitment and development, adequacy, qualifications, teaching staff involvement in
research, publications, teaching performance assessment, mobility

Students (ESG 1.4, 1.6, 1.7)

Admission criteria, progression, recognition and certification regulations, mobility, success
and drop-out rates, graduates employability

Resources (ESG 1.6)

Financial resources (funds), physical resources (laboratories, libraries, equipment, study
facilities, teaching materials), human resources (student welfare services, mentors/tutors)
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Quality Standards 10

The evaluation of the medical programmes focuses on the following assessment areas:

1. Mission and Outcomes 2. Educational Programme
Mission, Institutional autonomy and Framework of the programme, Scientific
academic freedom, Educational method, Basic biomedical sciences,
outcomes, Participation in behavioural and social sciences,
formulation of mission and medical ethics and jurisprudence,
outcomes Clinical sciences and skills, Programme

structure, composition and duration,
Programme management, Linkage with
medical practice and the health sector.
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Quality Standards 11

The evaluation of the medical programmes focuses on the following assessment areas:

3. Assessment of Students 4, Students
Assessment methods, Formative and Admission policy and selection, Student
! Summative Assessment, Relation intake, Counselling and support,
' between assessment and learning, Representation, Rewarding experiences

Feedback
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Quality Standards 12

The evaluation of the medical programmes focuses on the following assessment areas:

5. Academic Staff / Faculty 6. Educational Resources
Recruitment and selection policy, Staff Physical facilities, Clinical training
activity and staff development, adequacy, resources, Information technology,
qualifications, teaching staff involvement Medical research and scholarship

in research, publications, teaching Educational expertise, Educational

performance assessment, mobility exchanges
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Quality Standards 13

The evaluation of the medical programmes focuses on the following assessment areas:

7. Programme Evaluation 8. Governance and Administration
Mechanisms for programme monitoring and Physical facilities, Clinical training resources,
evaluation, Teacher and student feedback, Information technology, Medical research and
Performance of students and graduates, scholarship Educational expertise, Educational
Involvement of stakeholders exchanges

9. Continuous Renewal
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There is a compliance between the generic CYQAA standards, the
ESG and the WFME standards, as evidenced by the assessment
areas.

The CYQAA succeeds to evaluate all the programmes of study on the
basis of main and analogous assessment areas, with a further
deepening in medical programmes’ evaluation.


https://www.dipae.ac.cy/
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Evaluation Process

The Application

t

includes four

hases:

The External Evaluation
The Institution’s Response

The Council’s Decision



https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

1. The Application

Docs. 200.1, 200.1.2

Application for Evaluation - Accreditation of Programme of Study
Altnon ywa AELoAdynon - Miotomnoinon Npoypaupatog Zmoudwv

Self-evaluation report for Basic Medical Education
EkBeon autoafloAdynong otn Baotkn) latpikn Ekmtaideuon

a5
D4
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1. The Application

Basic Standards must

Quality Development Standards should

@
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2. The External Evaluation

O

1.

2.

3.

4.
O Doc. 300.1.1/1

300.1.1/1 = External Evaluation Report for Basic Medical Education
ExBeon EEwtepiknc AELoAdynonc MNpoypappartog Znoudwy otn Baolkr latpikr Eknaidevon

O
O

a5
D4
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2. The External Evaluation

o)
Basic
Quality Development Standards
o)
the EEC is expected to
write findings, strengths, areas of improvement and recommendations
o)

@
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2. The External Evaluation

O Non-Compliant,
Partially Compliant, Compliant

@
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3. The Institution’s Response

O Higher Education Institution’s Response Doc.300.1.2/1

300.1.2/1 Medical School's response (Basic Medical Education)

Anavtnon latpiknic ZxoAnc (Baotkn latpikn Ekmaideuon)

a5
D4
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4. The Council’s Decision

Doc.300.1.3/1

Feedback report from EEC experts (Basic medical education)
Avatpowodotnon amo EEA (Baotkr LatpLkr ekmal&euan)
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4. The Council’s Decision

Doc. 400.2.1

400.2.1 Final report of CYQAA - Accreditation of Programme of study

TeAwkr| EkBeon ®opéa - MNiotonoinon Mpoypdupatog Imoudwv

a5
D4
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A process of appeals is provided by the legislation

@

one (1) month
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A process of appeals is provided by the legislation

a5
D4


https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

A process of appeals is provided by the legislation
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Any Questions?

You can find us:
» Email: info@dipae.ac.cy

» Contact Numbers
+357 22 504339
+357 22 504340

»Address
5 Lemesou Ave. 2112
Nicosia, Cyprus



mailto:info@dipae.ac.cy
https://www.dipae.ac.cy/

/. THANK YOU!

CYQAA
Website: https://www.dipae.ac.cy
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