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1 - STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM OF STUDY  
E. TABLE 1: STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM OF STUDY  
 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS  ECTS  

Compulsory courses  
 Comprehensive Examination  
 Other courses

 
10 
 0 

Elective courses    
(a) Courses of specialization   
(b) General Education courses / Free Electives  

80*  
0  

Undergraduate / Postgraduate Assignment  
120 Research +  
 30 Write Up   

Practical training  0  

Total  ECTS  240  

 
* Nevertheless, at least 30 ECTS have to be secured from a specific set of ecology/biodiversity-
oriented courses    
 
 



2 - LIST OF COURSES OF THE PROGRAM OF STUDY 

TABLE 2: COURSE DISTRIBUTION PER SEMESTER  

The Ph.D. in Biodiversity and Ecology involves a laboratory-based research dissertation. To obtain this degree, candidates must successfully complete 80 
ECTS of theoretical coursework, 4 semesters of Postgraduate Seminar series courses, the Comprehensive Examination and the Ph.D. Thesis Proposal 
before they can sign up for the compulsory laboratory-based or field-based thesis dissertation (at least 120 ECTS, which is equivalent to 4 semesters). 
Concurrently with their thesis research, students must successfully complete an annual progress report. Students must also complete at least (30 ECTS (one 
semester) in thesis write-up and must have at least one first-author publication (or accepted for publication) of innovative research work for their Ph.D. in a 
peer-reviewed internationally recognized scientific journal.  
 
Students have the option of taking on a different course load per semester, therefore, the course distribution per semester as listed below is indicative. 

Α/Α Course Type Course Name Course Code 
Periods per 

week 

Period 
duration 

(hour) 

Number of 
weeks/ 

Academic 
semester 

Total periods/ 
Academic 
semester 

Numbe
r of 

ECTS 

Α’ Semester 

1. Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

15 60 10 

2. Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

15 60 10 

3. Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

15 60 10 

4. Compulsory Postgraduate Seminars I BIO 800 1  1 13 13 0 



B’ Semester 

5.  Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

14 56 10 

6.  Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

14 56 10 

7.  Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

14 56 10 

8.  Compulsory Postgraduate Seminars II BIO 801 1  1 12 12 0 

C’ Semester 

9. Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
 1 

15 60 10 

10. Elective 
(Specialization) 

Restricted Elective Course Selected by 
the students 

from a specific 
list of courses 
offered by the 
Department 

3  1.5 
 1.5 
   1 

15 60 10 



11. Compulsory Comprehensive Examination BIO 810 - - 14 - 10 

12. Compulsory Postgraduate Seminars IIII BIO 802 1  1 13 13 0 

D’ Semester 

13. Compulsory Ph.D. Research Stage I BIO 820 - - 14 - 30 

14. Compulsory Postgraduate Seminars IV BIO 803 1  1 12 12 0 

E’ Semester 

15. Compulsory Ph.D. Research Stage II BIO 821 - - 15 - 30 

16. Compulsory Ph.D. Research Proposal BIO 811 - - 15 - 0 

F’ Semester 

17. Compulsory Ph.D. Research Stage III BIO 822 - - 14 - 30 

G’ Semester 

18. Compulsory Ph.D. Research Stage IV BIO 823 - - 15 - 30 

19. Compulsory Annual Progress Report I BIO 812 - - 15  0 

H’ Semester 

20. Compulsory Ph.D. Thesis Write-up Stage I BIO 835 - - 14 - 30 

 

 BIO 605 is a first‐year compulsory course for Ph.D. students which will be offered once per academic year, pending the final approval of the central 

University Authorities.  Since scheduling has not been determined yet, it does not appear on the table above.  For the same reason, the course does not 

appear on the corresponding table of the Master Program.  The course description is provided below. 

 

 BIO  810  Comprehensive  Examination,  has  been  revised  to  carry  10  ECTS  instead  of  0  ECTS,  pending  the  final  approval  of  the  central  University 

Authorities. 

 

 



 

 

New Course for Master and Ph.D. Students 

Course Title Basic Laboratory Health and Safety Training 

Course 
Code 

BIO 605 

Course 
Type 

Compulsory (Specialization)  

 

Level Postgraduate (Master and Ph.D.) 
 

Year / 
Semester 

First year of study 

Instructor’s 
Name 

Dr. Dora C. Stylianou, University Officer of the Department of Biological Sciences 
in collaboration with the Office of Health and Safety 

ECTS 0 Lectures / week 4 
hours/sem
ester 

Laboratori
es / week 

0 

Course 
Purpose 
and 
Objectives 

This seminar course provides students with a basic knowledge on health and 
safety, including fire safety, in biological laboratories. Student assessment will be 
“Pass / Fail”.  

Enrollment in the course is mandatory within the first year of study for all the 
postgraduate programs of study of the Department. Successful completion of the 
course is a prerequisite for enrollment in courses that entail personalized laboratory 
exercises or field exercises such as BIO 868 Fieldwork and for Master’s and Ph.D. 
laboratory-based or field-based research dissertations.  

Learning 
Outcomes 

To provide students with the basic training in laboratory safety 

Prerequisite
s 

See “Course Content” 
below 

Required 

Course 
Content 

 Basic Laboratory Safety Regulations 
 Basic Fire Safety 

Teaching 
Methodolog
y 

 Lectures 

Bibliograph
y 

-  

Assessment  

Τhe course is graded by “Pass” or “Fail” based on attendance 

 
Language English 

 

   



Existing course with new ECTS workload for the Ph.D. program 

Course Title Comprehensive Examination of Ph.D. students 

Course Code BIO 810 

Course Type Compulsory 

Level Postgraduate 

Year / Semester Not specified 

Instructor’s Name Any Departmental Faculty Member who is also the student’s Thesis Advisor 

ECTS 10 Lectures / week - Laboratories / 
week 

- 

Course Purpose 
and Objectives 

Assessment of Ph.D. students’ ability to design and present a scientific project 
in a concise manner and in realistic terms within the time-frame required for 
a Ph.D. study. 

Learning Outcomes The student learns how to design a realistic scientific project, to set-up and 
organize research within a reasonable time-frame, and to handle literature in 
an informative way that sets the background for novel research. 

Prerequisites Conclusion of courses Required  

Course Content The processes of conducting and evaluating the Comprehensive Examination 
follow the internal regulations of the Department which are posted on the 
departmental website, as well as the Postgraduate Studies Regulations of the 
University of Cyprus. 

Teaching 
Methodology 

n.a. 

Bibliography Literature on the selected subject. 

Assessment Evaluation of written project and presentation by a three-members committee 
assigned by the Department. 

Language English 
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